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2006 When most people look for their next home, they dream of a place to
raise their kids, a place where they want to live, but where all their other
dreams can be fulfilled, too. For most people who move to Washington,

their dream home is a house in a good school district. These days, builders
are selling houses in Washington's suburbs for $200,000 to $600,000.

These are not the houses that most people envision for their home. They
are McMansions, lawns the size of football fields, swimming pools in

every backyard, garages bigger than the houses, car elevators to help you
get into your car without getting out of your car. They are huge houses that
offer fewer choices and services than any you can find in many suburban
markets in the United States. These houses are certainly interesting, but

they are not a good reflection of what most people want for their families.
The suburbs of Washington offer people a great deal of what they want,
but not what they actually need. Instead, people in Washington who are
seeking houses in their neighborhoods should look for houses that offer
services and amenities that are on the cutting edge of what most people

want. Instead of spending $200,000 to buy a house in Northwest or
Eastover, where most people's needs are already met by other houses in

that neighborhood, why not spend an extra $60,000 or $80,000 to live in a
house that has a roof garden? They can buy a house that has a movie
theatre for the kids, a playground, an elevator, or even a dog run. The

homes at 18th Street in Georgetown are not the houses that people
envision when they think of where they want to live in Washington. Most

people want a house like the one near Hollywood Road in Bethesda, where
within a few hundred yards, you have an outdoor pool, a dog run, a dog

                               page 1 / 5



 

walker, a dog spa, a dog trainer, a dog washing place,
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